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Liberatorfl of Eussia, Leopold the First of Belgium,
King Christian in Denmark, Queen Christina in
Spain, and the Emperor Mutsuhito in Japan.

Not all these august personages could be described
without exaggeration as men or women of genius;
but it is, I think, safe to assert that they have been
gifted with some of the best and most useful
qualities which a sovereign can have. They were
all capable and courageous, they laboured for the
interests of their respective countries with assiduity
and zeal, and their personal character, in most
cases, was such as to secure them the regard of
their subjects. It happened also, by another happy
stroke of Fate, that several of them lived to an
advanced age, and that their reigns were prolonged
far beyond the average span. There is, perhaps, no
other station in life in which length of years is so
palpable an advantage as in that of kingship. No
one can doubt that the secular duration of Queen
Victoria's reign was of the utmost political value to
the British Empire. It took years before the
people, either of Great Britain or Greater Britain,
were weaned from the contemptuous toleration which
they had extended to the last preceeding representa-
tives of the Hanoverian dynasty.

The personality of the Queen was a real consoli-
dating agency in the British Empire. While
Downing Street was lecturing the Colonies, and
while the colonists were still raw with the old sense
of suspicion and distrust, there was a grow-
ing "pride in the throne and an increasing
attachment to the reigning family. The sense of
a profound interest, and a kind of proprietorship,
in the Courts at Osborne, "Windsor, and Balmoral,